UMBRELLA
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
Between

The United Nations Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo
Acting on behalf of and for the benefit of
The Provisional Institutions of Self-Government in Kosovo
(Ministry of Education, Science and Technology)

And

The Federal Minister of Education, Science and Culture and
The Federal Minister for Foreign Affairs of the

Republic of Austria
(The Participants)

WHEREAS the United Nations Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK) was
established pursuant to UN Security Council Resolution 1244 (1999) of 10 June 1999 and
mandated to provide an interim civil administration in Kosovo; and

WHEREAS the Ministry of Education, Science and Technology (MEST) is mandated by
UNMIK Regulation 2001/19 on the Executive Branch of the Provisional Institutions of Self-
Government (PISG) in Kosovo, as amended by UNMIK Regulation 2002/5, inter alia, to
improve the quality, relevance and efficiency of education at all levels as well as to facilitate
the development and qualitative improvement of the education system and the efficient
delivery of educational services; and

WHEREAS the Austrian Participants recognise the challenges that lie ahead for Kosovo to
establish a modern system of Higher Education, Research and Technological Development
for all people living in Kosovo and are desirous of aiding Kosovo in that endeavour; and

WHEREAS the Participants, building upon a long-standing tradition of good co-operation in
the field of Higher Education, are desirous of further strengthening, expanding and
maximizing the impact and sustainability of co-operation, based on the principles of the
European integration process and in particular the Copenhagen Criteria (democracy, rule of
law, protection of human rights and respect for minorities, functioning market economy,
incorporation of the acquis communautaire) and the overarching objectives of the Austrian
Development Cooperation (reducing poverty, safeguarding peace and human security,
preserving the environment); and

BEING AWARE of the commitment of PISG-MEST to pursue the reforms necessary to that
end and in the framework of the Memorandum of Understanding on Strengthening Regional



Co-operation signed by all Ministers of Education and Higher Education in the region,
establishing the Education Reform Initiative of South Eastern Europe (ERI SEE); and

FURTHER RECOGNISING the crucial role of higher education, scientific knowledge and
research in economic growth and sustainable development and the importance of good
governance and strong public institutions in the area of education, especially public
universities;

THEREFORE UNMIK, acting on behalf of and for the benefit of the PISG-MEST, and the
Austrian Participants enter into this UMOU, aiming at contributing to establish a well-
functioning system of Higher Education, Research and Technological Development on the
basis of European Standards and Values as laid down in the Lisbon Strategy, the Bologna
Declaration, the communiqués of the Bologna Follow up Ministerial Conferences and the
Lisbon Recognition Convention, and its progressive integration into the European Higher
Education and Research Areas.

ARTICLE 1
Principles and Objectives

1.1 The objective of this UMOU is to establish a framework for a close institutional
partnership in order to pursue the goals laid down in the preamble.

1.2 The scope of co-operation includes strategy development, institution building,
capacity development, and operational implementation in the field of Higher Education,
Research and Technological Development.

1.3 The co-operation programme is intended to contribute to the implementation of the
“Strategy for Development of Higher Education in Kosova (2005-2015)”. It shall be guided
by the principle of open access to education at all levels.

1.4.  The PISG-MEST will pursue the promotion of European Values and Standards and
apply the principle of open access to education in the development of policies and institutions
in all fields and at all levels. Particular emphasis will be given to the particular needs of
minorities and the principle of gender equality.

1.5.  Co-operation will be based on the Paris Declaration on Aid Effectiveness and aim
towards realizing the principles of ownership, alignment, harmonisation, managing for
results, and mutual accountability.

1.6.  The Participants will cooperate closely to ensure efficient donor co-ordination in the
field of Higher Education, Research and Technological Development. The Austrian
Participants are available to facilitate such coordination efforts.

ARTICLE 2
Fields of Co-operation

In addition to their ongoing activities, the Participants intend to intensify their co-operation on
the basis of one or more MOUSs in particular in the following fields :



2.1

2.2

Kosovo Accreditation Agency & Quality Assurance (KAA & QA)

2.1.1

2.13

The PISG-MEST will establish and maintain' the Kosovo Accreditation
Agency & Quality Assurance (KAA & QA) and nominate three international
board members.

The Austrian Participants will support the nomination of an Austrian expert as
one of the three international board members and, following the nomination of
all three international members, the setting up of a sound legal basis and a
written set of rules (rules of procedure, internal regulations, code of conduct
etc.).

The Austrian Participants will support the external peer review of faculties at
the University of Pristina.

European Network of Information Centre/National Academic Recognition
Information Centre (ENIC/NARIC)

2.2.1

2.2.2

The PISG-MEST will establish and maintain the European Network of

Information Centre/National Academic Recognition Information Centre
(ENIC/NARIC).

The Austrian Participants will support the development of ENIC/NARIC in
Kosovo by providing the expertise and know-how of the Austrian
ENIC/NARIC through traineeships in Vienna and expert seminars in Pristina.

The Austrian ENIC/NARIC is also to act as a focal point for questions and
answers.

Kosovo Centre for International Higher Education, Research and Technology

2.2.3
23"
(K-CIRT)
2.3.1
2.3.2
2.3.3
2.4

The PISG-MEST will establish and maintain the Kosovo Centre for
International Higher Education, Research and Technology (K-CIRT).

The Austrian Participants will provide support for the development of such a
Kosovo institution in charge of the provision of information, advice and
training for Kosovo Researchers and Academia as regards to all relevant
international RTD programmes such as FP7, COST and bilateral schemes.

The Austrian support will include support for institutional development,
capacity building and direct beneficiary activities. A strong connectivity to
other relevant information services, either in place or in planning, is favoured
in order to provide the organisational backbone for a one-stop-shop designed to
meet the information and advice needs of Kosovo Researchers and Academia.

Council of Research and Technology

24.1

The PISG-MEST will establish and maintain a Council of Research and
Technology.



2.4.2 The Austrian Participants will provide expertise for supporting the setting up
of a Council of Research and Technology; i.e., through an expert seminar in
Vienna or similar setting. Further technical assistance will depend on the
availability of Kosovo Research funds.

2.5  Centre for Innovation and Technology Transfer (CITT)

2.5.1 The PISG-MEST will establish and maintain the Centre for Innovation and
Technology Transfer (CITT).

2.5.2 The Participants will discuss the establishment of the CITT under one entity
with K-CIRT.

2.5.3 The Austrian Participants will provide support for capacity building, for the
establishment of a business plan and for research work on the interfaces of
CITT with the local economy.

2.6 Scholarship-Programme

2.6.1 The Austrian Participants will, upon re-establishment of close cooperation at
university level, provide financial support for a scholarship-programme
specifically designed for young academic staff working at a Kosovo Higher
Education institution and, after successful completion of the programime,
returning to work at a Kosovo Higher Education institution.

2.7 Support for Research Projects

2.7.1 The Austrian Participants will provide financial support for concrete research
projects through the Austrian Science and Research Liaison Offices.

ARTICLE 3
University Cooperation

3.1  The Participants intend to continue their ongoing co-operation with regard to the
Universities of Pristina and Mitrovica, provided that a functioning management structure at
the University of Pristina is established and the institutional future of the University of
Mitrovica is decided upon.

3.2.  The Participants will-encourage and support the development of direct partnerships
and mobility between universities in the field of Higher Education, Research and
Technological Development.

ARTICLE 4
Lifelong Learning

4.1  The Participants envisage expanding their co-operation in the future to the field of
Lifelong Learning in the European context.



ARTICLE 5
Financial Provisions

5.1 Financial provisions for the programme are to be set out in separate MOUs; however,
the Participants anticipate the following:

a. Contingent upon the availability of budgetary means, the Austrian Participants
intend to provide an amount up to three million euros (€ 3.000,000) of in-kind
contributions for the implementation of the co-operation programme, as outlined in
this UMOU.

b. The Austrian Participants’ support is subject to PISG-MEST-co-funding to the
implementation of the co-operation programme and projects in the amount of
25%; a minimum of 10% are to be provided in cash and a maximum of 15% in-
kind such as premises, organisational support, local staff and other operational
running costs.

c. PISG-MEST intends to make a progressive increase in co-funding over time in
order to ensure the sustainability of the co-operation programme.

ARTICLE 6
Customs and Tax Exemptions

6.1  In order to facilitate the implementation of any project within the framework of this
UMOU and taking into account UNMIK Administrative Directive No. 2004/24, the Florence
Agreement, and applicable local law, UNMIK and the PISG will:

a. Exempt all equipment, services and material provided as a grant by the Austrian
Participants within the scope of this UMOU from taxes, customs duties, fiscal and
other charges, as allowed by law.

b. Grant the permits necessary for the import and export of equipment required for
the implementation of the projects, as allowed by law.

c. Grant to foreign experts engaged in projects under this UMOU and to their
families the necessary working and residence permits free of charge as well as
exemption from taxes, all other fiscal charges and custom duties for the temporary
import and re-export of personal belongings, as allowed by law.

ARTICLE 7
Steering Committee

7.1  In order to ensure the operational implementation of the UMOU, a Steering
Committee is to be set up and to be composed of each a representative of PISG-MEST, the
Federal Ministry of Education, Science and Culture of the Republic of Austria, the Federal
Ministry for Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Austria and the Austrian Development
Agency.



7.2 The Participants will nominate their representatives to the Steering Committee within
six weeks upon the taking effect of this UMOU. The Steering Committee adopts its Rules of
Procedure by unanimous decision.

7.3 The Steering Committee meets at least twice a year and as often as is necessary. The
invitation to the first meeting of the Steering Committee will be sent out by the Austrian
Development Agency.

7.4 The Steering Committee will decide on a detailed programme of co-operation based
on the principles set out in this UMOU.

7.5 Inaddition to monitoring the programme implementation, the Steering Committee will
seek to continuously develop the programme and adapt it, if necessary, to changing
circumstances.

ARTICLE 8
Good Governance

8.1  The Participants share a common concern in the fight against corruption, which
Jeopardizes good governance and the proper use of resources needed for development and, in
addition, endangers fair and open competition based on price and quality.

8.2.  Therefore, the Participants declare their intention of combining their efforts to fight
corruption and to declare, in particular, that no offer, gift, payment, consideration or benefit of
any kind, which constitutes an illegal act or corrupt practice, has or will be made directly or
indirectly as an inducement or reward for the execution of this UMOU.

8.3 Any act of corruption as defined by the applicable law of Austria and applicable local
law constitutes sufficient ground to justify annulment of this UMOU or for taking any other
corrective measures.

ARTICLE 9
Duration and Amendments

9.1  This UMOU takes effect on the date of signing by all of the Participants.

92 This UMOU is effective for a period of three (3) years and may be renewed or
extended after this period by the Participants. Any amendments to this UMOU must be made
in writing and accepted by the Participants.

9.3 In case of grave violation of any essential element or objective to which the Preamble
and Article 1 refer, either Party may suspend or cancel this UMOU by written notice with
immediate effect. Before doing so, the Party taking this measure will provide the other Party
with all the information necessary for a thorough examination of the situation with a view to
finding a solution.

Done in three (3) identical copies in English.



Initialled by:

gim Veliu, Minister
Education, Science and Technology, PISG

i@ Uﬂﬂbehalf of the PISG

Seren Jessen-Petersen, SRSG
Date 29./2¢/( ¢

For Federal Minister of Education, Science  For Federal Minister for Foreign Affairs of
and Culture of the,Republic of Austria the Republic of Austria
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