
IP/2, Abteilung für Protokoll und bilaterale Bildungsangelegenheiten 
Stand: Jänner 2017 
 
 

ITALIEN 
 
 

Minister of Education, University and 
Research 

Ministry for Education, University 
and Research 

 
 

Valeria FEDELI 
 

 
 
Born in Treviglio, on July 29, 1949 

 

 She started her career working as a kindergarten teacher in Milan. In 

that period she also took a diploma in social work at UNSAS (School 

for Social Workers). 

 

 She started her trade union experience in the CGIL (Italian General 

 Confederation of Labor).  

1996  She was elected to the national secretariat of FILTEA (Italian 

 Federation of Textile, Clothing, Leather and Shoes Workers) and 

 became National Secretary General in 2000.  

2001  She was elected president of the European Trade Union Federation of 

 Textiles, Clothing and Leather (ETUF-TCL). 

2010 She was appointed National Vice Secretary of FILCTEM.  

2012 She was elected Vice President of the new European Industry 

 Workers Federation (EIWF), which combines European textile, 

 chemical and mechanical trade unions. In the same year she was also 

 elected Vice President of Federconsumatori, the Italian Consumers 

 Association, a position maintained until 2013.  



2 

February 2013  She was elected Senator of the Italian Republic as head of list for the 

 Democratic Party in Tuscany and from March 2013 to December 2016 

 she was Vice President of the Senate.  

 

 Thanks to her thirty-year commitment in the labor syndicate she is 

 considered a pragmatic trade unionist with a reformist vision combined 

 with an ability to mediate and a concrete capacity to achieve results. 

 Throughout her life and her political, institutional and trade union 

 commitment she has always been the protagonist of battles for the 

 rights and freedom of women, for equality and for overcoming all forms 

 of discrimination. 

 

 She has participated in the elaboration of industrial policies for the 

 competitiveness and internationalization of the Italian fashion 

 production system, sitting at the table for the improvement of the 

 “Made in Italy” brand at the Ministry of Economic Development during 

 the first Prodi Government. She was a member of the Italian 

 delegation for the negotiation of new rules for international trade - the 

 Doha Round in 2003. Finally, at European level, she contributed to the 

 dialogue between the European Union and China in order to ensure 

 reciprocity, fairness and openness of commercial policies and to the 

 formulation of policies to contrast counterfeiting and for the traceability 

 and transparency of production processes. 

 

 

 

 
 


